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TO Mr. E. S 


SIR, 


N compliance with your deſire, the following 
pages are a few of my ſpare hours remarks on 
the ſermon which you were pleaſed to procure me 


for that purpoſe. My beſt wiſhes attend you, &c. | 
. 


To all humble and ſincere enquirers after the 
truth, as it is in JESUS, into whoſe hands 
divine providence may direct this treatiſe. 


3 beloved, 


18S chiefly for your ſakes that a few of my ſpare 
hours have been thus employed. It would be the 
Joy and rejoycing of my heart, might I in any capacity be 
inſtrumental in the hand of God, to promote your ſpiri- 
tual and eternal welfare, 1 hope my God will enable 
me to continue my daily interceſſions at the throne of grace 
on your behalf, while I am in this tabernacle. 
Since all who are truly religious, allow the neceſſity of 
a general reformation both in reſpect of doctrine and man. 
ners, in order to accompliſh a conſiderable part of ſacred 
prophecy a, particularly what the faithful, by their Lærd's 
direction, have prayed for this ſeventeen bunared years, 
b which God ill fulfil, and anſwer in his own time; 
thoſe who look for ſuch things, cannot but rejoice in any 
eminent appearance of God in the courſe of bis trovidence, 


* Ifai, xi, 9. cap. Ixv, lxvi. 2 Pet. iii. 13. Rev. xxi, * Mat. 


vi. 10. 
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and heartily pray for the inſtruments he pleaſes to make 
ſe of, and wiſh them abundant ſucceſs. Such was my 
hopes concerning the gentleman who has given me the un- 
welcome occaſion for the following remarks ;, the frequent 

reports of the manner of his attacking an expreſs doftrine 
of Chrift, and the reformation, I was unwilling to be- 
lieve, till I ſaw it in print: Yet things of this nature 
ſeem eaſily accounted for, when we conſider the devices of 
fatan, as transformed into an angel of light <. What an 
eaſy and undiſcerned acceſs this grand deceiver of the nations 
has to our intellectual powers, as appears in the caſe of 
David d, of Ahab's prophets e, Peter“, and others, is doc 
evident; alſo his ſucceſs in paradi ſe, when through his ſub- 
tilty be bepuiled our firſt parents in their primilive perfec- 
tion, and caſt them down from their exc'llency 3. Alas 


how eafily can he, in a religious appearance, with ene an- 
_ gelic flouriſh, dazzle reaſons eye, deceive the underſtand- 


ing by leading into error, or prejuaicing againſt truth, and 
as eafily influence the will to att in his ſervice ;, and thus 
undiſcernedly becomes a guide and tutor wherever bei 1s per- 
mitted. 

Thus we have reaſon to conclude is this grand 3 
continually practiſing where be is caſt out as an unclean 


fpirith; whereby it is moſt evident, that nothing leſs 


than the mighty power, and conſtant protection of the Al. 
mighty, can ſecure us from his corrupting influence. Since 
theſe things are ſo, what need have wwe continually to 
watch and pray that we enter not into temptation, accor- 
ding to our Lord's advice? The heart is deceitful * ; 
aiftruſt your own abilities; fland faſt in the Lord, my 
early beloved. 

In this great cauſe of life and death, may the follow- 


ing advice, ſo far as it bears the ſtamp of divine authority, 


© Cor. i. 14. 1 Chron. xxi. 1. © 2 Chron. xvii. 21. 
Luk. xxii. 31. Matt, xxvi. 74. * Gen. iii. Matt, xi. 43, 
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be acceptable to you, and carefully praftiſed by you, I be- 
ſeech you, and as beloved in the Lord, I warn you, 
Firſt, Truſt not your own heart k; lean not to your 


own underſtanding | ;, your adverſary the devil deſires no 


more than this to work your eternal deſtructiun. When 
he found our firſt parents in their perfect ſtate upon this 
bottom, how egſily did he plunge them and all their paſte- 
rity into ſm, miſery, and wrath * 

Secondly, Beware that you don't entertain any new 
doctrine, nor the leaſt diſlike tio any part of the old, till 
proved falſe m; *tis a moſt dangerous temptation of the devil 
to negl:&, deſpiſe or reject, any part of the revealed will, 
word, ar counſel of God, grieving to the Holy Spirit, and 
an high affront to that God with whom is terrible majeſty n. 
Thus faith the Lord, ſtand ye in the way, and ſee, 
and aſk for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your 
ſouls . Chearfully embrace Chriſt in all his offices, and 
a whole goſpel, all the counſel of God. Abide in the 
dettrine of Chriſt v, which wwas ſealed by the blood of the 
martyrs, and had ſo great a cloud of witneſſes in the 
pureſt ages of chriſtianity ; as afpears by the confeſſions bf 
all the beſt reformed churches, who all agree in the 


eſſentials of chriſtianity, and particularly the doctrine 


vindicated in the following pages, wherein they were fol- 
lowers of Chriſt ; be ye followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes d. As you expect 
to fand with them on Chris right hand, among 
his ſheep, in the great dey” ; be valiant fer the truth 
upon earih* ; efteem it mere than your neceſſary food * 
confeſs Chriſt before men, and be will confeſs you before 
the angels of God. | 


* Prov. xxviii. 26. * Prov. ili. 5. * John xii. 48. „ Job 
XXVII. 22. 2 Cor. v. 11. WER. Lo. 
2 John 9. 41 Cor. xi. 1. Heb. vi. 12. Mat. xxv. 31, &c. 
Jer. ix. 3. Job xxiji. 12. 9. 
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Thirdly, Hold faſt the form of ſound words x. Be- 
ware that ye do not adhere to any perſons or parties in 
religion, under the moſt pure or ſpecious pretences, who 
deny any of the doctrines, or ordinances of Chriſt ; en- 
courage all good in all, and put the moſt favourable *' 
conſtruction on what is amiſs ; but be not partakers of © 
other mens ſins, in dotirine or practice: keep your ſelves 

re J. | 

Fourthly, As you can no more ſtand againſt Satan's 
q devices, who is now plotting againſt you, * than Peter, 
1 David, or our firſt parents, except the Lord hold you 
4 up, and keep you faſt in his hand; ſee that you fre- 
1s quently and fervently cry unto God moſt high ;, unto God, 
who muſt perform all things for you Þ : Take convenient 
q | opportunities to ſeek God by prayer and faſting ©, and 
1 truſt only the Lord d. . 
is Fifthly, Since the world by wiſdom knows not God e, 
| and the things of the ſpirit of God cannot be known by 
f the natural man in his higheſt improvement of natural 
* duoiſdom f; be often, and earneſt with God for his holy 
' end promiſed ſpirit of truth to guide you into all truth 5. 
+ Sixthly, As your hourly dependance is on this bleſſed 
guide and comforter, beware that you do not grieve the 
; Holy Spirit of Cod; abſtain from all appearance of © 
evil h, in thought, word, or aft; as he that hath called 
1 Dou is holy, fo be ye holy in all manner of converſation * ; 
0 | for without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord *. 
7h Szventhly, Search the ſcriptures |, read frequently m, 
4 conſider ſeriouſly n, pray fervently o, and practiſe dili- 
j gently? , the Fudge ſtandeth before the door 4; the 
1 coming of the Lord draweth nigh ; every one of us ſhall 


£ * 2 Tim-3, 13.: %: 1 Tim iv. 29. 1 Pet. v. 8. * Plalm 
t cxix. 117. Þ John x. 28. Pal. lvii. 2. © xxxv. 13. Mar. xi. 
. $o. _* Pal. lx. Cor. i 21,; 1 Cor. xi. 14. 5 Joh. 
P xv1. 13. Luke xi. 13. B Eph. iv. 30. 1 Theſſ. v. 22. * 1 Pet. 
i; L 15, 16. * Heb. x1. 14. ; } John v. 39. 1 Tim. iv. 13. 
1 m Deut. xxx1i. 29. * Jam. v. 16. ® 2 Pet. iii. 14. P Jam. v. 
1 9. 4 Jam. v. 8. | 
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give account of himſelf io Cod, for God ſhall bring every 


work into judgment * : Be faithful unto death, and you 
ſhall have a crown of life *. 

Now I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace; unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his 
glory with exceeding joy. To the only wiſe God our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, dominion and potwer, both 
now and ever, Amen. 


* Rom, xiv. 12. * Eccl. xii, 13. * Rev. xi. 10. 
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4 ViNDICATION of the Seventeenth 
Article of the Church of England, 


concerning Predeſtination and Elec- 
Zion. 


= <c ag RE DESTINATION to TIP is 

g << 1 N the everlaſting purpoſe of God, 
il we 775 whereby (before the foundations 

| of the world were laid) he hath 
1 SS conſtantly decreed by his counſel, 

<c {ecret to us, to deliver from curſe 
c and damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in 

AY « Chriſt out of mankind, and to bring them by 
; „ Chriſt to everlaſting anon, as elle made to 
If « honour ; wherefore they which be endued with 
f « ſo excellent a benefit of God, be called accord- 
<« ing to God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in 
| % que ſeaſon ; they through grace obey the call- 
| e ing, they be juſtified freely; they be made ſons 
| « of God. by adoption; they be made like the 

| % image of his only begotten Son Jeſus Chrilt ; 
5 they walk religiouſly in good works; and at 
« length, by God's mercy, "they attain to ever- 
& laſting felicity. 

155 8 the godly conſideration of n 

1 « and our election in Chriſt is full of ſweet, plea- 
{Hh “ fant, and unipeakable comfort to godly perſons, 
I « and ſuch as feel in themſelves the working of 
| d the ſpirit of Chriſt mortifying the works of the 8 


« fleſh, and their earthly members, and drawing 
Sup their mind to high and heavenly things: as 
« well becauſe it doth greatly eſtabliſh, and con- 
i « firm their faith of eternal falvation to be enjoyed 
| through Chriſt; as becauſe it doth fervently 

3 <« kindle 
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& kindle their love towards God: ſo for curious 
and carnal perſons, lacking the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
<« to have continually before their eyes the ſentence 
of God's predeſtination, is a moſt dangerous 
„ downfal, whereby the devil doth thruſt them 
«© into deſperation, or into wretchedneſs of moſt 
* unclean living, no leſs perilous than deſperation. 

Furthermore, we muſt receive God's promiſes 
in ſuch wiſe, as they be generally ſet forth unto 
us in holy ſcripture ; and in our doings that will 
« of God is to be followed, which we have ex- 
«« preſly declared unto us in the word of God.” 


I preſume this article expreſſeth the whole of the 


_ doctrine Mr. W:efky militates againſt, according to 


his own explanation in his late ſermon. 
Now every true Berean will ſearch the ſcriptures 


daily, to find the whole of their religion in the 


bible, (Ads xvii. 10, 11, 12.) Such will take no- 
thing upon truſt from any man, miniſter, apoſtle, 
no, not from an angel from heaven, (Gal. i. 8, 9.) 
Theſe do not think their own depraved reaſon a 
proper teſt ; though a certain author * tells us this 
is the higheſt guide that God has given to man ; a 
horrible affront to that ſuperiour one, (Jobn xvi. 13. 
Lake xi. 13.) they will bring all doctrines and opi- 
nions of men to the ſacred teſt, to the law, and to 
the teſtimony, (Ja. viii. 29.) knowing this will in 
the laſt day judge all thoſe who will not receive it, 
(Fobn x11. 48.) 

Therefore let us ſee whether this article ſpeaks 
any other thing than what Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
inſpired apoſtles have faid ; if it does, let us declaim 
apainſt it ; but if not, it will be at our peril to re- 
ject a tittle of it, becauſe then we reject not the 


doctrines or opinions of men, but the word and 


Birmingham Dialogue Writer, Vol. I. 
B CcCounſel 


(10) 
counſel of the moſt high God, this is a great affront 
to divine majeſty ; and it will be found hard to kick 
againſt theſe pricks, (Alls ix. 5.) And if Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his inſpired apoſtles, have publiſhed the 
very fame doctrine which this article expreſſeth, 
then all that Mr. Veſey has ſaid againft, and in 
contempt of theſe doctrines, falls to the ground, and 
will be burnt up when the fire ſhall try his works, 
of what fort they are, (1 Cor. iii. 13.) 

Firſt, I preſume that this gentleman agrees with 
our firſt reformers from popery m this point, that 
is, the number and perſons who ſhall be eternally 
ſaved; who, as we ſhall certainly then with the 
eyes of our body, ſo now with the eyes of our mind, 
we may behold them all as in the day of judgment 
on the right hand of Chriſt, under the character of 
theep, (Mat xxv. 31, 32, 33.) That not one 
more, nor one leſs than theſe, will be eternally ſa- 
ved, I ſuppoſe our author will admit. 

Seconaly, J allo preſume that Mr. Meſtey likweiſe 
agrees with me in this, that a kingdom of glory was 
prepared for theſe only, and every one of them, 
from the foundation of the world, ver. 34. 

Thirdly, That every one of theſe were fixed on 
ia eternal counſel to poſſeſs this kingdom, at the 
ſame time when it was prepared for them, I ſuppoſe 
this gentleman will tkewite admit. 

Fourthly, As ] doubt not but Mr. Meſſey is acquaint- 
ed with the articles of faith, (or confeſſions ) of 
the beſt reformed churches, in each part of the 
world, whether national or congregational, I ſup- 
pole he will allow that they all ſpeak the ſame thing 
with our Engliſb reformers in the ſaid ſeventeenth 
article, whereby they diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
Pelagius and his followers, who advanced an oppo- 
fite doctrine, However they might differ in other 
points, their publick confeſſions are a ſtanding wit- 
nels that they agree in this, that this formdation of 

God 


(1) 


| God ftandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord .knoweth 
gh them that are his, (2 Tim. xi. 19.) And I am per- 
1C ſuaded, notwithftanding what this gentleman has 
h, wrote, that he cannot with any propriety or conſiſt- 
in ency, diſſent from them herein; he muſt ſurely own 
d Veith them, that thoſe who ſhall ſtand on the right 
„ hand of Chriſt, are the very perſons whom God 
hath from the beginning (then when he prepared a 
h kingdom for them, Mat. xxv. 34.) choſen unto 
_ ſalvation through ſanctification of the Spirit, and 
y | belief of the truth, (2 Tg. ii. 13.) That theſe 
Cc are they who were choſen in Chriſt before the foun- 
> = dation of the world; that they ſhould be holy and 
3 without blame before him in love, having pre- 
I deſtinated them unto the adoption of children by 
Cc Jeſus Chriſt, — in whom they have obtained an 
”" =Z inheritance, being predeſtinated according to the 
purpoſe of, him who worketh all things after the 
© 23 counſel of his own will, who is the head of his body 
5 = the church, and the head over all things to the 
— church, (Eph. i. 4, 5, 11—21, 22.) Theſe are they 


7 who are faved and called with an holy calling, not 
according to their works, but according to his own 
purpoſe and grace, which was given them in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the world began, (2 Tim. i. 9.) And 
when he has gathered them all together on his 
>: right hand, he will put them in poſſeſſion of eternal 
CM life, which God that cannot lie promiſed before 
the world began, (Tf. 1. 2.) Theſe are a choſen 
generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people, that they ſhould ſhew forth the 
praiſes of him who hath cilled them out of- dark- 
neſs into his marvellous light, (1 Pet. ii. 9) Theſe 
are God's elect, who in their militant ſtate cry unto 
him day and night, (Lade xviii. 7.) his elect whom 
he ſecures from a poſſibility of being ſeduced, 
(Mar. x11. 22.) For theſe his elects fake, the days 
of tribulation are ſhortened, (Mat. xxiv. 22.) And 
B 2 | Who 
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(12) 
who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? it is God that juſtifieth, (Rom. viii. 33.) 
When the ſon of man ſhall come in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory, and all the 
tribes of the earth ſhall mourn ; then ſhall he ſend 


his angels with a great ſound of a trumpet, and 
they ſhall gather together his elect from the four 


winds, from one end of heaven to the other, (Mat. 
XxX1v. 30, 31.) "th | 

Thus it is expreſly evident, that the purpoſe of 
God, according to election, will ſtand, (Rom. ix. 2.) 
That the election obtains the kingdom, when the 
reſt are blinded by the god . of this world, who 
blinds the minds of them which believe nor, &c. 
(Rom. xi. 7. 2 Cor. iv. 4.) Even all that dwell 
upon the earth are left to worſhip the beaſt, whoſe 
names are not written in the book of life of the 
lamb lain from the foundation of the world, (Rev. 
xiii. 8.) The ſheep on Chriſt's right hand are 
found written in the book of life, and enter into 
glory, (Rev. xxi. 27.) The goats on his left hand 
are not found written in the book of life, nor 


cleanſed from their iniquity, but juſtly for their ſin 


are caſt into the lake of fire, (Rev. xxi, 27. cap. xx. 
15. Mat. xxv. 41.) Even ſo at this preſent time 


there is a remnant according to the election of 


grace, (Rom. xi. g.) Of Chriſt's ſheep whom he re- 
ceived of the Father, (Jobn xvi. 2.) laid down 
his life for, (John x. 14.) and gives eternal life unto, 
(ver. 27. 28.) the. whole whereof makes up that 
chu*ch of Chriſt whom he firſt loved, and then 
gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctify and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, by the word, 


that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious church 


without ſpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, but 


that it ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh, (EH. 
v. 25, 26, 27.) Theſe he gave himſelf for, that 
he might redeem them from all iniquity, and pu- 
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( 13) 
rify unto himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
2 (Tit. ii. 14.) 

Hence, obſerve it is moſt evident, that the ſcrip- 
ture redemption, is a redemption from all iniquity, 
from the guilt, dominion, and defilement of fin ; 
all which is performed to a tittle for every one 
of Chriſt's ſheep on his right hand, but not for 
one of the goats on his left. 

Therefore univerſal redemption cannot be true 
in fact. 

This being ſo exceeding plain and obvious, that 
one would think every one muſt acknowledge it, 
who reads the ſcriptures with attention, and is willin 
to be determined by the revealed will and word + 
God. How can we think otherwiſe, when with 
one intellectual view, we behold all that ſhall be 
eternally ſaved ftanding together on Chriſt's right 
hand, under the character of ſheep, and _ him 
ſay, 1 lay down my life for the ſheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and er follow 
me; and I give unto them eternal life, and they 
ſhall never periſh z neither ſhall any pluck them 


out of my hand? (Fobnx.) Had any of the goats 


on Chriſt's: left hand been thus redeemed, they 
would certainly be ſaved; but not one of them 
will be ſaved ; therefore univerſal redemption, in 

the commonly received notion, muſt be a miſtake. 
Thus faith the Lord, Other ſheep I have, which 
are not of this fold ; them alſo I muſt bring, and 
they ſhall hear my voice ; and there ſhall be one 
fold and one ſhepherd, (Jobn x. 16.) Theſe ſheep 
lay then in their blood among the Gentile idolaters, 
yea thouſands of them unborn ; yet Chriſt's ſheep 
whom he knew, loved, and laid dewn his life for, 
and ſhall all ſtand at his right hand under this very 
character; theſe alſo he maſt bring, becauſe he 
laid down his life for them: and the Father gave 
them unto him, that he might give eternal life unto 
them, 


(14) 
them, (Fohn xvii. 2.) It muſt not be left to their 
own will or choice whether they would come, or 
ſuffer Chriſt to make them alive (according to the 
new and uncouth phraſe of our author, p. 28.) No, 
ſays our dear Lord, IMST bring them, and 
therefore he accompanies the preaching of the gol- 
pel (being his appointed means) with the exceed- 
ing greatneſs of his power, whereby of unwilling 
they are made willing, according to the working 
of his mighty power, in all thoſe who are his work- 
manſhip, (P/al. cx. 3. Eph. i. 19, 20. cap. xi. 1,10.) 
And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, 


and glorified the word of the Lord, (even ſo it is 


now where the hearing ear is given) and as many 
as were ordained to eternal life believed, (As xiii. 
48.) / Says our Lord to many of the Jews, ye be- 
lieve not becauſe ye are not of my ſheep, (Jobn x. 
26.) Had they been of his ſheep whom he laid 
down his life for, he was equally able, and certain- 
ly would have been willing to have made them be- 
heve as well as others, who is both the author and 
finiſher of our faith, (Heb, wii. 2.) 

Obſerve the characters of ſheep, church, and 
ſons, are prior to the viſible mark of faith and obe- 
dience ; he calls them his ſheep before they were 
actually redeemed, called, or converted; his church 
whom he loyed before he gave himſelf for it, 
(Jobn x. Tit. xi. 14.) Into theſe, becauſe they are 
ſons, (in God's purpoſe, and Chriſt's purchaſe) he 
ſends forth the Spirit of his Son, crying, abba, fa- 
ther, (Gal. iv. 6.) 2 Fete 

What terms or expreſſions can be more full, 
convincing and concluſive than thoſe which the 
ſecond and third perſons in the ſacred trinity, make 
choice of in the ſcriptures to expreſs the great 
doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles, contained in 


the fore-mentioned article; and how great is the 


number of them in the ſacred writings which ſtand 
in 
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in a firm connection with thoſe few here men- 
tioned ; invincible againſt all oppoſition from car- 
nal minds, which are not ſubject to the law (or 
revealed will) of God, (Rom. viii. 7.) moſt clearly 
demonſtrating that the goſpel ſalvation is wholly 
of Grace, and one entire, uniform, conſiſtent 
ſcheme, form*d by the wiſdom of God, the ever- 
laſting wonder of angels, the eternal admiration 
and glory of the church, the envy of devils, and 
what will hereafter have a laſting teſtimony in the 
hearts of all thoſe who now diſcover their enmity 
againſt it, that there is no unrighteouſneſs with 
God? 

Shall any finite creatures, duſt and aſhes, offer 
ſuch an affront to divine Majeſty, as to call ſo 
great a part of the ſacred oracles into queſtion, or 
repreſent them as without meaning; or that which 
is far worſe, throw the higheſt reproaches on the 
ever bleſſed author of the doctrine they militate 


againſt; or by their private interpretation ſet one 


part of ſcripture in oppoſition to the other ? God 
forbid ; it rather becomes us to conclude that there 
1s a thorough harmony and conſiſtency in all parts 
of the ſacred writings ; and that the deficiency lies 
in our depraved underſtanding. Let us beware 
that we do not fight againſt God, nor militate 
againſt ſo great a cloud of witneſſes 3 but conclude 
that this reveaPd counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for 
ever (conſiſtent and harmonious with all other 
parts of ſcripture, if rightly underſtood) and the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations (P/al. xxxut. 

11.) Known unto God are all his works, from the 
beginning of the world, (As xv. 18.) 

How comprehenſively is the whole of this great 
ſalvation expreſ'd in Pm. viii. 29, 30. whom he 
did fore-know, them he did predeſtinate to be 
conformed to the image of his ſon ; moreover, 
whom he did predeſtinate, them he allo called ; 
and 


(36 ) 
and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified ; and 
whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 

Theſe are the ſeveral links in that golden chain 
of ſalvation, which has one end faſtned in election 


and predeſtination, the other in glorification; and 


fo ſtrong, that no power of earth or hell can ever 
break one link of it, or prevent the falvation of 
one ſingle perſon of thoſe whom God foreknew, 
predeſtinated, called, juſtified and glorified, which 
can be no other than his ſheep whom he laid down 
his life for, and ſtand together on his right hand 
at the day of judgment. Theſe are they whom he 
fore-knew ; he fore-knew them when they were 
choſen in Chriſt, before the foundation of the 
world, (Eph. i. 4.) he fore-knew them when he pre- 
pared a kingdom for them from the foundation of 
the world, (Matth. xxv. 34.) he fore-knew them 
when he predeſtinated them to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, (Rom. vill. 30.) in all holi- 
neſs and righteouſneſs, to the adoption of children, 
(Eph. i. 5.) This foundation of God ſtandeth ſure ; 
the Lord knoweth them that are his, (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 
he knew them when he gave them to Chriſt, 
(Fobn xvii, 2, 6. chap. vi. 37.) Jeſus Chriſt knew 
them every one of them, when he loved them, and 
gave himſelf for them, (Eph. v. 25. Gal. xi. 20.) 
He knew them when he was made ſin for them, 
(2 Cor. v. 21.) when he juſtified them from all 
things, (Rom. viii. 33. Alls xi. 39.) when he ſuf⸗ 
fered for them, and ſanctified them with his ow 
blood, (Feb. xii. 12.) 
He knew them before time, he knows them in 
time, in their viſible exiſtence, and ſeveral gene- 
rations, as they are his workmanſhip created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, (Eph. xi. 10.) when 
he quickens them from a death in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, (chap. xi. 1.) when he effectually calls them 
by his grace, (1 Pet. v. 10.) and makes theſe his 


people 
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people willing in the day of his power, to receive 
Chriſt, and forſake all for him; when the reſt be- 
ing left under the dominion of ſin, reject the 
counſel of God, will not have Chriſt to reign over 
them, diſobey the goſpel, and deſtroy themſelves. 

Theſe, it is true, would have heaven, but it 
muſt be in their own way, not in God's revealed 
way of ſelf-denial, and reſignation of their own 
will, the croſs, forſaking all for him, quitting all 
dependance on works, and accepting; of falvation 
only by grace; becoming fools in order to be wiſe, 
thankfully receiving each part of the word and 
counſel. of God, and yielding obedience to the 
goſpel and Jaws of Chrift ; all which is required of 
ſuch as expect to be ſaved, which the ſcripture ſets 
forth in general propoſitions, as a proper teſt whe- 
ther perſons will approve of God's revealed way of 
ſalvation, and put forth the abilities they have in 
compliance herewith. Where is the perſon that 
will chus comply, until they are made willing by 
the power of efficacious grace? do not the daily 

ractices of the voluptuous, covetous, the ſelt- 
willed, the ſelf-confident, the ſelf-righteous, of all 
ranks and degrees, denominations and profeſſions, 
all ſpeak the fame language, and ſay they will not 
have Chriſt to reign over them ? will not God be 
Juſt in taking them at their word, and dealing 
with them according to their folly, who indulge 
their carnal mind in its enmity. againſt God, and 
diſobedience to his ſacred law? 

Are we by nature any better than they ; no, in 
no wiſe, we are by nature children, of wrath, even 
as others, Eph. ii. 2. Every mouth will be ſtop- 
ped, the whole world ſtands guilty before God. If 
ſovereign grace pleaſes to make one to differ from 
another (who before were equally in love with, and 
in purſuit of the cauſes of their own damnation) 


by enlightning their minds, inclining their hearts 


CG to 
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to receive divine counſel, while others reject it; 
who or what is man, that he ſhould reply againſt 
God, Rom. ix. 20. or ſay unto him, what doſt 
thou ? 

« Though it be what men could not do, muſt 
ce be done in and for them, to ſave them; yet it 
« ſhall be what they could do, or avoid, and did 
6 not, that ſhall be laid before them to judge them.“ 

Upon the whole, I cannot but conclude thatit 
muſt evidently appear to every unprejudiced mind, 
who reads the ſcripture with attention ; to every 
humble and ſincere enquirer after the truth as it is 


in Jeſus; that the doctrine of predeſtination and 


election, as it is expreſſed in the 17 article of the 
church of England, and has the concurring teſtimo- 


ny of all 'the beſt reformed churches in Europe, 


both national and congregational, 1s no other than 
the doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles, and ſtands 
invincible againſt all the wit, arguments and raillery 
of all that ſhall gain- ſay, or reſiſt it; conſequently 


all oppoſers fight not againſt men, but againft 


God, who is the author of the doctrine they 
oppoſe. 

[ ſuppoſe Mr. Veſey has ſubſcribed to the ar- 
ticles of the church of England, and conſequently 
to this, and blames others of the clergy for de- 
parting from, and preaching contrary to the doc- 
trine expreſſed therein; how he comes to fall ſo 
foul on one of her articles, and hereby give occa- 
ſion to return the charge on himſelf, I cannot 
i . F 

But it is no wonder that this gentleman miſtakes 
his way throughout his performance, when he ſets 
out wrong, making the text ſpeak that which ap- 
pears to be foreign to the apoſtle's intention. The 
text is, Rom. viii. 32. he that ſpareth not his own 


ſon, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he 


nor with him alſo freely give us all things? 
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ts | Our author begins thus : 
nt | « 1, How freely does God love the world”, c. 
oft intimating hereby, as if the apoſtle was writing a 
general epiſtle to the whole world: and as he ſets 
aſt out with this miftake, ſo he goes on throughout a 
it Kreat part of his performance; whereas the apoſtle 
id tells this gentleman, had he attended to him, that 
,» he was writing to ſuch as were beloved of God, 
it and called to be faints, (chap. i. ver. 7.) to whom 


d. the goſpel is the power of God in their ſalvation, 
> = evenevery one that believeth, (ver. 16.) The church 


2 whom Chriſt loved, gave himſelf for, and redeem- 
14 cd from all iniquity ; theſe are the Us in the text, 
he for whom Chriſt was not ſpared, but delivered up 
o-. for them all; theſe are the Us to whom with 
» © Chriſt the Father gives all things pertaining to life 
15 and godlineſs, (2 Pet. i. 1, 2, 3.) 


ds 4 The text is a great and everlaſting truth in the 
2 apoſtle's ſenſe ; for there are a great many who re- 
ject the counſel of God, live and die in their en- 
f 7 mityagainſt him and his law; whereby it is evident 
that God the Father did not give Chriſt to theſe, 
nor with him all things pertaining to grace and 
godlineſs ; for the apoſtle alters his ſpeech when 
he ſpeaks concerning theſe in this very epiſtle, 
(chapters i. and ii. Sc.) 

I heartily agree with this gentleman, pag. 5. 
That free-grace is all in all“, and that “ the 
« grace or love of God, whence cometh our ſal- 
« vation, is free in all, and free for all,” who are 
willing to receive it, had he added this laſt ſen- 
tence. 

I believe, with Dr. Beveridge, that every man 
may be ſaved that will; but that no man ever 
truly willed to be ſaved in God's way of falvation 
(and there is no other) but thoſe whom he makes 
willing in the day of his power. 
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I alſo believe, that election or predeſtination ex- 
cludes no adult perſons, but ſuch as exclude'them- 
ſelves, by rejecting the counſel of God, and diſ- 
obeying the goſpel” and Jaws of Chriſt. The con- 
ſiſtency of this poſition, with the doctrines Mr. 
Weſley, in his ſermon, mllitates againit, may be 

ealily demonſtrated ; ſuch a olorious harmony and 
beauty will certainly appear in all the truths and 
works of God, when the veil is taken off the heart, 
and the viſion is made plain. I alſo agree with 
this gentleman when he fays, “ Grace is free in 
de all to whom it is given; it does not depend on 
% any power, or merit in man, no, not in any 
«© degree; neither in whole nor in part; it does 
„ not in any wife depend either on the good 
* works, or righteouſneſs of the receiver; not any 
“ thing he has done, or any thing he is; it does 
r "depend on his endeavours ; it does not 
depend on his good tempers, or good defires, 
or good purpoſes and intentions, for all theſe 
flow from the free grace of God; they are the 
« ſtreams only, not the fountain; they are the fruits 
of free grace, and not the root; they are not 
the cauſe, but the effects of it; whatſoever good 
is in man, or done by man, God is the author 
* and doer of it. Thus is his grace free in all, that 
* 1s, no way depending on any power or merit in 
% man, but on God alone, who feely gave us his 
* own Son, and with him freely giveth us all 
„things.“ if we are ſuch who believe in and obey 
him. Here is ſound divinity, doctrine which 1s 
according to godlineſs, the doctrine of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, the doctrine which began the refor- 
mation from popery, witneſſed unto by all the 
beſt reformed churches, and ſealed by the blood 
of the martyrs. How glad ſhould I have been to 


have ſeen the whole ſermon thus conſiſtent with 


| the text, and of a piece with this noble confeſſion of 
5 Chriſt 
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Chriſt and grace: But it is with grief that I am 


_ obliged to obſerve, that in the very next particular 


this gentleman takes leave of his text, and I think 
never returns to it again throughout his diſcourſe, 
which from pag. 6. is a declamation againſt the 
doctrine of predeſtination and election; and ſome 
part of it, I think, is in a language, or expreſſions 
not fit to be named, and for this reaſon I cannot 
tranſcribe them; ſuch expreſſions of the holy and 
ever- bleſſed Being, as ſurely .muſt be ſhocking to 
every ſerious mind. 

Therefore ſhall content my ſelf with only point- 
ing out-ſome of the miſtakes of this gentleman in 
the following part of this his performance, which 
I think I have a proper call unto ; and I hope that 
herein I ſhall behave according to that good ad- 
vice that he himſelf gives in his epiſtle to the 
reader, which I exceedingly approve of. I do not 
find any-thing in the ſermon before me, that has 
any tendency to excite in me anger, or reſentment 
towards the author, but very much that induces 
me to compaſſionate, pity and pray for him ; ap- 
prehending that when he comes to be made ſen- 
ſible of what he has here done, how hard it will 
be for him to ſtand under the load of guilt he has 
hereby contracted, without the ſupport of that grace 
which in this diſcourſe he has ſo highly abuſed. 

Here alſo this gentleman ſets out wrong. His 

1. Firſt miſtake is taking that for granted which 
he ought firſt to have proved, but has not, (viz.) 
the doctrine of predeſtination and election to be an 
error. 'Tis an eaſy thing to pervert the ſcripture 
I know not one of the precious doctrines of the 
goſpel but they have been this way, in their turn, 
abuſed; and perſons who affect popularity, are 
under the ſtronger temptation to employ their wit 
againſt ſuch doctrines of Chriſt as are moſt contrary 

0 carnal minds; a little art here will gain applauſe 
among 
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among the giddy multitude, and leſs thinking part 
of mankind 3 but the ferious and judicious will 
not thus take things on truſt in a matter of ſo 
great importance, but will do-as thoſe noble Be- 
reans did, whoſe practice is recorded to their ever- 
laſting honour, (As xvii. 11.) | 

2. A ſecond miſtake is his charging the damna- 


tion of the greater part of mankind on the abſo- 


Jute decree of God, and confounding the terms of 
election, preterition, predeſtination and reproba- 
tion, as coming all to the ſame thing, and endea- 
vouring to fix all the abſurd conſequences he ima- 
gines on the doctrine of predeſtination and election, 
as it is expreſſed in the 17 article, Sc. and as he 
himſelf mentions it in the 17 page of his ſermon. 
In this way he takes up ſeveral pages, with much 
art endeavouring to fix the greateſt odium on the 
doctrine he militates againſt, and to charge all 
the wild conſequences that ariſe in his own imagi- 
nation on all thoſe perſons who believe the doctrine 
of perſonal and eternal election, in any ſenſe. But 
this gentleman ought to have conſidered, if this be 
his opinion, it is not theirs; if he will not diſtin- 
guiſh, he cannot but know they do; they believe 
that Herod and Pilate, with the Gentiles and people 
of Iſrael, were gathered together (againſt Chriſt) 
for to do whatſoever the hand and counſel of God 
had determined before to be done (As iv. 27, 28.) 
and that theſe wretches acted as voluntarily herein, 
their guilt was as great, and their puniſhment as 
juſt as if the decree of God had nothing to do in 
that matter, Now, according to this gentleman's 
method, the guilt and puniſhment of theſe people 
muſt be charged on God's decree. 

What is faid of ſome former authors, their opi- 
nion concerning reprobation, and making God 


the author of ſin, I wholly diſlike and deteſt, be- 


ing fully aſſured that God cannot be the author of 
| OR. fin, 
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fin, nor have fellowſhip with any therein; but 
wherever any ſuch authors, inferences, or conelu- 
ſions, are produced, tending to prejudice the weak 
or ignorant, againſt any part of divine truth, or the 
rofeſſors of it, *tis moſt evident that this practice 
is not a fruit of the Spirit, but a work of the fleſh, 
and borders upon a popular modern practice of che 
enemies of the doctrine of Chriſt, whereby they 
treat divine truths much like what the Pagans of 
old are faid to do by the noble confeſſors thereof, 
(viz.) dreſs them in bear-ſkins to expoſe them to the 
fury of the dogs. 

3. A third miſtake of this gentleman, we have in 
page 10. His words are theſe, <* But if this be 
« fo, then is all preaching vain ; it is needleſs to 
«© them that are elected. For they, whether with 
«« preaching or without, will be infallibly faved 3 
< therefore the end of preaching, to fave ſouls, is 
« yoid with regard to them, This then is a plain 

proof, that the doctrine of predeſtination is not 
<& a doctrine of God, becauſe it makes void the 
e ordinance of God; and God is not divided a- 
« gainſt himſelf.” Such a reaſon as this, in the 
mouths of the weak and 1gnorant, is no uncommon 
nor ſtrange thing; but to fee it in print, from a 
maſter in 1/rael, is ſurpriſing. Surely it is eafy to 
imagine what ſpirit this gentleman was influenced 
by, when this which he calls a plain proof, is a 
plain contradiction to both ſcripture and reaſon, 

(1.) Contrary to ſcripture, which in ſo many in- 
ſtances aſſures us, that preaching the goſpel is the 
means which God has appointed, and conſtantly 
makes uſe of for the converſion, edification, and 
ſalvation of thoſe that are ſaved. Faith comes by 
hearing. Predeſtination is ſo far from making 
void this ordinance of God, that it is eſtabliſhed 
thereby ; there is a firm connexion between the end 
and the means PO? to accompliſh that _ 
2, n 
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(2. ) Contraty to reaſon. Does not this gentleman 


conſtantly make uſe of the moſt proper means his 
reaſon dictates to ren the» end: ma Has in 


view | 9 


4. His ſecond: plain proof, — 5 05 that the 


goctrine of predeſtination is not a doctrine of God, 


is, © That it directly tends to deſtroy that holineſs 


c which is the end of all the ordinances of God.“ 
But the ſcriptures aſſure us that it effectually ſecures 
holineſs; thoſe that are predeſtinated to the adop- 
tion of children, are choſen in Chriſt before the 
foundation of the world, that they ſhould be holy, 


and without blame before him in love, (Epb. i. 4, 


5.) God hath from the beginning choſen them to 
falvation through fanCtification of the Spirit, and be- 
lief of the truth, (2 Theſſ. ii. 13.) 


Here this gentleman's admirers are put to trink 
hhecher they will believe the apoſtle Paul, or Mr. 
Jobn neh. 

His plain proof is taken from the nila, 
and miſtaken concluſions of thoſe he calls unholy, 
concerning this doctrine; but this gentleman: ha- 
ving forgot that the things of the Spirit of God are 
fooliſhneſs to theſe, concludes his ſection in theſe 
words, 80 directly does this doctrine tend to ſhut 
the very gate of holineſs in general, to hinder 
44 -unholy men from approaching thereto, or ſtri- 
eving to enter thereat,” A bold impeachment, 
this, of the wiſdom of God, for PEE ſuch a 
doctrine i in the world. 

I ſuppoſe that this gentleman is no more appre- 
benſive, that herein he is fighting againſt God, 
than Saul thought that he perſecuted Chriſt when 
he perſecuted his ſaints. But an enmity, againſt 
any part of the law, or revealed will of God, 


will be found an enmity againſt * himſelf, (Rom. 


vil. 7. > ng X11, 48.) 
5. Says 
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5. Our author fays, page 12. As directly 
ce does this doctrine tend to deſtroy ſeveral parti- 
c cular branches of holineſs; ſuch are meekneſs 
« and love; love I mean of our enemies, of the 
C evil and unthankful; that it naturally tends to 
« inſpire or increaſe a ſharpneſs, or eagerneſs of 
« temper z — to ſour and ſharpen our ſpirit againſt 
e thoſe whom we ſuppoſe outcaſts from God.” 

This charge will appear entirely falſe and ground- 
leſs, if we conſider that this doctrine is ſo far from 
tending to deſtroy meekneſs, and love, that it effec- 
tually ſecures theſe and all other graces of the Spi- 
rit unto all who ſtand at Chriſt's right hand in the 
great day, as abſolutely neceſſary to make them 
meet for that kingdom which was prepared for 
them before the foundation of the world, (Mat. xxv. 
34. 2 Tim. i. 9.) So in its proper ſeaſon the love of 
God comes to be ſhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt, whereby in obedience to the com- 
mand of Chriſt, we are in ſome meaſure enabled to 
love every man, even our enemies, and to do good 
to them that hate us, to overcome all evil with 
good, and reward all injuries with kindneſs ; whol- 
ly to diſallow, condemn and mourn over every part 
of our conduct that is not according to the example 
and precepts of Chriſt. If this gentleman has ob- 
ſerved a different conduct in any, why does he not 
charge it in 1ts proper place, that is, to the fleſh, 
old man, the remains of indwelling fin, or the 
temptation of the devil ? His charge would be true 
here; but to fix it upon the doctrine, 'tis abſolutely 
falſe ; for it is moſt evident that this is a doctrine of 
Chriſt, and as evident that this and all the doctrines 
of Chriſt were eternally deſigned for, and directly 
tend to promote univerſal holineſs. For us to ſup- 
poſe that God hated any particular man from eter- 
nity, merely as his creature, is both a fooliſh and 
wicked imagination: what ſatan may ſuggeſt, or 

| ow 
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how far he may impoſe on the weak and ignorant, 
is quite foreign to the purpoſe. We may conclude | 
that this enemy of God and ſouk will uſe his utmoſt | 
power and policy, employ all the tongues and pens | 


he can to invalidate a doctrine which is ſo great a 


barrier againſt his kingdom and intereſt. 


But this gentleman would do well to conſider : 


what has inſpired and increaſed his ſharpneſs and 
eagerneſs of temper, and ſourneſs of fpirit againſt 


this precious doctrine of Chriſt, which prodigiouſly | 
increaſes as he goes along, till at laſt he arrives at 
a very high degree of hatred and enmity, if Wwe 


may judge of his heart by his expreſſions : when 


one man falſely accuſes, flanders, and ſays all the 


bad things he can of another, we generally con- 


clude this an evidence of his hatred and enmity a- 


gainſt that perſon, That this gentleman has falſely 1 
accuſed, ſlandered, and faid all the bad things he * 


could of the doctrine he militates againſt, is too 
evident; which he would do well not only to con- 
ſider, but to repent of, and retract his hard ſpeeches, 
leſt this rejected word and counſel of God judge 
him in the laſt day, (John xii. 48.) 

He cannot but know the ſacred writings fay much 


of this doctrine, and that moſt of the godly perſons * 
on earth (when there was far more of the power of 


godlineſs than now is) profeſſed it; therefore he 
ought to have treated it with good manners, better 
language, and more argument, and eſpecially with 
that humility, reverence, and godly fear, which 
are eſſentials of true chriſtianity, and muſt always 
appear when we treat of divine things, which are 
ſo much ſuperiour to our weak abilities: which no- 
ble chriſtian temper ſweetly runs through the life 
and experiences of the late pious Mr. Hahburton, 
ſo much commended by this very gentleman in his 


preface to the laſt edition of that book. Had he 


imitated that great example, it would have been 
| for 
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for his honour and intereſt, who amongſt the diffi- 
culties he met with in receiving ſome divine truths, 
obſerved to this purpoſe, (for I can't now recollect 
the place) that the concurring teſtimony of ſo many 
godly perſons was a check on his averſion to thoſe 
truths he had not light into, and could not well re- 
ceive. | 
But the concurring teſtimony of ſo many which 
Mr. Weftey allows to be godly perſons, in conjunc- 
tion with that of Chriſt and his apoſtles, it ſeems 
will be no check on his enmity againſt that divine 
truth he quarrels with, which vents it ſelf when he 
calls it <* a doctrine full of blaſphemy -- a horrible 
« doctrine, containing horrible blaſphemies ; *? 
and much to this purpoſe, with ſuch blaſphemous 
concluſions concerning the ever-bleſſed Author of 
this doctrine, which I cannot tranſcribe ; ſufficient 
ſurely to make every ſerious heart tremble, (Serm, 
page 22, &c.) How contrary, this, to his own advice 
in his preface to this his ſermon ? Does he think 
the different object will excuſe him ? No, he will 
find an enmity againſt any part of the counſel of 
God to be as great, or greater fin, than if the ob- 
ject were a fellow- creature; the juſt ſentence a- 
gainſt this practice ſtands ſevere, and fully recorded 
in holy writ. But he does it ignorantly, and from 
a zeal for God; fo did Paul when he perſecuted 
the ſaints, and was exceedingly mad againſt them; 
(as our author ſeems to be againſt their doctrine) 
but when he underſtood better, he acknowledges 
himſelf a blaſphemer herein, and injurious z fo will 
this gentleman, if in mercy he is convinced' of his 
error, O! that he may, Father, forgive him, and 
convince him, for he knows not what he does. 
Otherwiſe, how dreadful muſt his account be. My 
heart almoſt trembles for him. O! that God will 
be merciful to him, and to all thoſe he isor may be 
| D 2 inſtru- 
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inſtrumental to lead into this, which both he and 
they will find to be a dangerous way of ſinning. 
Had Bellarmine, or any popiſh author, thus treat- 
ed a doctrine of the reformation, *tis no more than 
what might be expected ; but to ſee a clergyman of 
the church of England, who ſets up for a reformer 
of both doctrine and manners, treat one of her 
own doctrines, founded on divine authority, in 
ſuch (to uſe his own phraſe) a horrible manner, and 
to advance a popiſh doctrine in oppoſition thereto, 
as is apparent to ſuch who have converſed with po- 
piſn authors, is wholly ſurpriſing. But the more 
ſerious and judicious ſort of readers will obſerve, 
that the foundation and ground of this gentleman's 
arguments are of no weight when put in the bal- 
lance of the ſanctuary; he ſtill has recourſe to 
what the 1gnorant, or tempted, unregenerate per- 
ſons, or carnal minds may apprehend, or conclude, 
or the devil may ſuggeſt, concerning the doctrine 
he militates againſt ; and ſhould he inſtance a thou- 
ſand things of this nature, they may indeed preju- 
dice the ignorant and unthinking, but are no proof 
at all againſt the validity of the doctrine, becauſe 
the world by wiſdom knows not God, (1 Cor. i. 2 1.) 
The whole ſcheme of goſpel-falvation is contrary to 
the deprav'd wiſdom, will and diſpoſition of natu- 
ral men, and carnal minds; yea, fooliſhneſs to them, 
(1 Cor. xi. 14.) | 
I know no doctrine of the goſpel but the car- 
nal mind will draw falſe inferences, and dange- 
rous concluſions from; but the doctrines them- 
ſelves ſuffer no diminution hereby, How many 
plead the privilege of a juſtification by faith, and 
take up their reſt in a dead faith ? and how many 
reſt in dead works, and yet make a ſaviour of them? 
But 'tis evident that the true doctrines of faith 


and works, ſuffer no loſs hereby, nor are lefs - 


eſteemed by any believing holy perſons, I might 
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thus particularly inſtance in all the doctrines of the 
goſpel, the whole of them being obnoxious to ab- 
uſes of this Kind, and are frequently oppoſed with 
the very ſame kind of weapons our author makes 
uſe of, 'which ſufficiently diſcover themſelves not to 
be ſpiritual, but carnal, and conſequently ſubject 
to the undiſcerned ſuggeſtions, and influences of the 
old ſerpent, and all the evil angels, who we may 


ſuppoſe are thus continually practiſing on the minds 
of men, in their militating againſt the doctrine of 
Chriſt : all which abuſes, miſtaken apprehenſions, 


falſe concluſions, and ſatan's devices, which appear 


to be the very ſpring and foundation of this writer's 
arguments, our firſt reformers had before their eyes, 
when they penned the article containing the doc- 
trine objected to, as appears by their own expreſſi- 
ons in the ſaid article, which did not at all leſſen 
the church's opinion of this doctrine. Unto which 
had this gentleman better attended, it might have 
been to his advantage; but it appears that he thinks 
his own opinion far ſuperiour to ſuch a concurring 
teſtimony, aithough perſons of longer experience, 


and greater knowledge in chriſtianity, ſee nothing 


of weight 1n any of his arguments. 

6. Again, ſays this gentleman, page 13. This 
e doctrine tends to deſtroy the comfort of religion, 
the happineſs of chriſtianity ; this is evident as 
* to all thoſe who believe themſelves to be repro- 
{© bated, or who only ſuſpect or fear it. All the 
e great and precious promiſes are loſt to them. 
„They afford them no ray of comfort. For the 
are not the elect of God; therefore they have 
** neither lot nor portion in them. This is an 
« effectual bar to their finding any comfort or 
* happineſs even in that religion whoſe ways were 
„ deligned to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and ail her 
paths peace. ? | | | 


* 
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Obſerve this argument to blacken the doctrine of 


election, and prejudice weak minds againſt it, is 


founded on the ſame bottom with the reſt, and of : 


no force at all againſt the doctrine. Can ſuch per- 
ſons here mentioned draw any comfort or happineſs 
from any promiſe or encouragement ? Does not 
unbelief deprive them of all? Was ever the ways 
of religion pleaſantneſs, or her paths peace to the 
unbeliever ? Is an unbehever any more a judge of 
things of this nature, than a blind man is of co- 
tours ? Whatever an unregenerate perſon, or a re- 
generate one under the power of temptation, and 
prevalency of unbelief, may apprehend or conclude 
concerning this, or any other doctrine of Chriſt, 
T afk, is this of the leaſt weight, or any argument 
againſt the truth of that doctrine ? 

I preſume it will be allowed that our firſt reſorm- 
ers were better judges of the truth or falſeneſs of this 
gentleman's aſſertion, than the perſons he refers to. 
We have their opinion in the faid ſeventeenth arti- 
cle of this poſition, in the following words: 

The godly conſideration of predeſtination, 
* and our election in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, plea- 
« fant, and unſpeakable comfort to godly perſons, 
s and ſuch as feel in themſelves the working of the 
Spirit of Chriſt mortifying the works of the fleſh 
and their earthly members, and drawing up 
< their mind to high and heavenly things; as well 
«« becauſe it doth greatly eſtabliſh, and confirm 
„their faith of eternal ſalvation, to be enjoyed 
* through Chriſt, as becauſe it doth fervently 
« kindle their love towards God ;” and conſe- 
quently the moſt powerful motive to holineſs and 
good works. 

But Mr. V. ſays, this doctrine makes void the 


ordinance of God - directly tends to deſtroy holi- | 
neſs to deſtroy meekneſs and love to deſtroy - 
the comfort of religion, and happineſs of chriſtia- 
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nity . to deſtroy our zeal for good works; yea, 
to overthrow the whole chriſtian revelation *, Ec. 
'Tis evident, that his proof is as weak as his po- 
ſitions are abſurd. | 

To the foregoing teſtimony of our firſt re- 
formers from popery, I ſhall here ſubjoin a valua- 
ble witneſs to the truth in queſtion, from our 
preſent great reformer Mr. G. W. in a letter to 


aà friend, Nov. 8, 1739. Was not my heart 


« with your heart when we rode by the way, 
and talked together of the ſcriptures ; I thought 
„ our ſouls tallied together, and that we had both 
« drank of the ſame ſpirit ; I have often, ſince 
« that time, admired the grace of God in you 
« and even now, while I am writing, feel my 
e ſoul intimately united with your's: What is all 
this but the effect and fruit of God's everlaſting 
e love through Chriſt our Lord? what is it but an 
<« inſtance of the ſovereign will and good purpoſe 
« of God, who will have mercy on whom he will 
« have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth ? 
«© O! how does the free, the diſtinguiſhing grace 
<« of God excite the love of thoſe who are made 
* partakers of it? What was there in you or me, 
« Mr. O. that ſhould move God to chooſe us 
before the foundation of the world? Why are 
% we taken and others left? Was there any fitneſs 
<« foreſeen in us, except a fitneſs for damnation ? 
«© I believe not; no, God choſe us from eternity, 
he called us in time, and I am perſuaded will 
keep us from falling finally, till time ſhall be 
no more. Conſider the goſpel in this view, 
and it appears a conſiſtent ſcheme, though di- 
«© rectly contrary to the natural man. And no- 
thing more convinces me of the truth of theſe 
s doctrines than the enmity which is in the heart 


* Serm. pag. 10, 11, 13, 16, 17. c 
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&* of carnal minds againſt them; however, the 
% power of God is able to pull down every thing 
that exalts itſelf againſt the knowledge of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Hence forward I hope I ſhall 
ſpeak boldly and plainly, as I ought to ſpeak, 
« and not fail to declare the whole counſel of 
« God. I pray daily that I may know his will 
* more perfectly; not only that I may do it my 
« felt, but that I may teach it to others; for if I 
die for it, I cannot but ipeak the things which 
„I know.” 

How does the ſame ſpirit which influenced our 
firſt reformers, ſweetly breathe in this noble ſoul ! 
each ſpeak the ſame thing, it being the cauſe of 
God and truth. I hope this alem will pardon 
this freedom with his letter. 

7. But this doctrine (ſays Mr. Weſley, pag. 17.) 
e not only tends to deſtroy chriſtian holineſs, hap- 
„ pineſs, and good works, but hath alſo a direct 
© and manifeſt tendency to overthrow the whole 
« chriſtian revelation ; the point which the wifeſt 
of the modern unbelievers moſt induſtriouſly la- 
e bour to prove.” 

And why does this gentleman give theſe modern 
unbelievers ſo great a handle, and help them for- 
ward, or confirm them in their infidelity, by de- 
nying the validity of ſo great a part of divine re- 
velation, which expreſſes and fully proves the 
doctrine he draws up ſuch a number of black 
charges againſt ; repreſenting this part of ſcrip- 
ture as without a ſenſe, or a meaning not to be 
known till death, pag. 25. 'By the ſame parity of 
reaſon, may not the modern unbelievers ſo con- 
clude of the whole ſcriptures, as he does of a part ? 
They can eaſily fee the doctrine he militates againſt 
to be fully expreſſed in divine revelation 3 and 
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when he repreſents this part of divine revelation 
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as full of blaſphemy; what greater argument could 
be poſſibly put into the mouths of the niodern un- 
believers (he ſpeaks of) to overthrow the whole 
chriſtian revelation. 

But the doctrine of election has no tendency at 
all this way; neither does it make the goſpel un- 
neceſſary to all ſorts of men, as this gentleman 
aſſerts. Every part of divine revelation in general, 
and the goſpel in particular, has its proper place, 
and neceſſary uſefulneſs, according to divine wit- 
dom and appointment, in the eternal ſalvation of 
every one of Chriſt's ſheep. (Mat. xxv. 33.) What 
neceſſary uſefulneſs the goſpel (which this author 


knows ſignifies good news, or glad tidings) is to 


the goats on Chriſt's left hand, I leave to his 


opinion. 


8. He ſays, Serm. pag. 18. And as this doctrine 
« manifeſtly and directly tends to overthrow the 
* whole chriſtian revelation, ſo it does the fame 
thing by plain conſequence, in making that 
e revelation contradict itſelf ; for it is grounded 
« on ſuch an interpretation of ſome texts (more 
<« or fewer, it matters not) as flatly contradicts all 
e the other texts, and indeed the whole ſcope and 
tenor of ſcripture.” For proof, this gentleman 
goes on in his old way of imagined tendencies, 
and conſequences, and miſrepreſentations of ſcrip- 
ture; quotes ſeveral texts, and ſets them in oppo- 
ſitions one to another. By this method the moſt 
orthodox opinion may eaſily be repreſented as 
heterodox, and the ſacred writings moſt horribly 
abuſed ; the weak ſtumbled, the wicked hardened, 


deiſts, unbelievers and atheiſts, confirmed in their 


unbelief and atheiſm. To tranſcribe or trace hun 
here, would be tedious and unneceſſary, the whole 
of what he here advances being already anſwered. 


Let this gentleman conſider, 
| 1. Does 
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1. Does not his interpretation of ſome parts of 
ſcripture, make them contradict that part of di- 
vine revelation which expreſſes the doctrine he 
quarrels with? Thou that ſayeſt a man fhould not 
ſteal, doſt thou ſteal ? and be guilty of the very ſame 
thing thou chargeſt on others ? 

2. Thoſe ſcriptures that he cannot bring into 
his ſcheme, muſt be thrown out of the Bible; at 
feaſt the native genuine ſenſe of them; or repre- 
ſented as without a ſenſe, or a meaning unknown 
in this life ; or ſomething far worſe, even no leſs 
than blaſphemy, pag. 24, 25. 

3. This gentleman, inſtead of taking this looſe 
anti-chriſtian method, to amuſe and prejudice the 
weak and ignorant, againſt a great part of divine 
revelation ; ought, in an humble manner, by 
tolid argument, to have fhewn wherein our firſt 
reformers, in the ſaid 17h article, or others of the 
ſame judgment herein, ſay any other thing con- 
cerning the doctrine of predeſtination and election, 
than what Chriſt and his apoſtles have ſaid before 
them. 

4. Whatever opinion this gentleman has of any 
part of divine revelation, we, with our firſt re- 
formers, firmly believe not only a part, but the 
whole, to be of God. We do not ſay, nor think, 
that thoſe ſcriptures on which he builds his fa- 
vourite opinion, are without a meaning, or have a 
ſenſe not to be known till death, though we do 
not think they have the meaning or ſenſe he puts 
on ſeveral of them; yet we believe they have a 
proper ſenſe, a juſt and uſeful meaning, even every 
one of them; which ſenſe or meaning is wholly 


eonſiſtent and harmonious with all that part ot 
divine revelation which expreſſes the doctrine of 
1 and election. But perhaps he will 

lay he cannot fo underſtand them; this does not 


prove 
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rove that no body elſe can. There is a perform. 
ance of this kind, * that ſhews this conſiſtency, 
lately come from the preſs, that may be very uſe- 
ful to ſerious, humble, and unprejudiced enquirers 
after the truth as it is in Jeſus; but bigotry and 
prejudice are an effectual bar to any further light or 
information. = 
5. But this gentleman tells us, pag. 26. he does 
<< abhor the doctrine of predeſtination.“; that is, 
he has it in utter loathing and deteſtation: and if 
he had not told us ſo in expreſs words, we ſhould 
have believed the ſame thing of him; for the ex- 
prefſions he in his ſermon has treated this doctrine; 
and its ever-bleſſed Author with, are no lefs than 
blaſphemy, according to the ſenſe of jearned au- 


* thors on that word. 


But what does he abhar ? he abhors an expreſs 
doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles ; he abhors a 
conſiderable part of the goſpel of Chriſt, which 
effectually ſecures the eternal ſalvation of all Chriſt's 
ſheep, all ſaved ſinners, and conſequently this very 
gentleman's ſalvation, except he be found among 
the goats on Chriſt's left hand, in the judgment 
day : He abhors a conſiderable part of divine re- 
velation, except he could prove predeſtination to 
be no part of it: He abhors that part of the 
goſpel of Chrift which his predeceſſors found to 
be good news, glad and joyful tidings, the ſtrong- 
eſt motive to good works, as themſelves declare 
in the 17* article of the church of England, in 
connection with thouſands and ten thouſands of the 
moſt holy and godly men upon earth, of different 
nations and denominations : He abhors a doctrine 
ſealed by the blood of the martyrs. Let this gen- 
tleman, and all who fall under ſuch a horrible 
temptation as this, read (Fohn xii. 41.) tremble, 

„Mr. Gi/!'s Polemical Diſcourſes againſt Dr. Witty, 
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and beware, leſt this very rejected and abhorred 
word and counſel of God judge them in the laſt 
day. 

But why does this gentle man abhor the doctrine 
of predeſtination ? ? is it becauſe it is an error, 
the invention of men? no, it is the eternal word 
of the God of truth. 

Again, Is it becauſe it is contrary to any other 
part of divine revelation? no, it ſtands in com- 
pleat harmony with all the other ſacred ſcriptures. 

Is it inconſiſtent with the goſpel ſcheme of ſal- 
vation, or diſhonourable to any of the divine at- 
tributes ? no, it is wholly conſiſtent with every 
part of it, becauſe it effectually ſecures grace and 
glory to all who ſhall be eternally ſaved ; and will 
be an eternal glory to all the divine attributes, the 


_ wiſdom, power, mercy, Juſtice, and righteouſneſs 


of God. 
But what does this abhorrence, hatred, or de- 


teſtation in this gentleman, or in any others, ariſe 


from? can it proceed from the Spirit of God? 
no, that is impoſſible, becauſe he is the promiſed 
guide into all truth, (Jobn xvi. 13, 14, 15.) and 
conſequently can never influence any man to deny 
any part of it, much leſs to abhor it. 

What then, muſt this abhorrence ariſe from the 
ſpirit of error? moſt likely ſo, for the following 
reaſons. 

Reaſon 1. Error, in all ages, has moſt votaries 
on its ſide; the prophane world univerſally, that 
hear or read of this doctrine, will join with this 
gentleman in abhorring it: Almbſt the whole Ro- 
miſo church alſo joins with him herein; alſo the 
more looſe and ſenſual amongſt all different pro- 
feſlions of religion, who wilt not have Chriſt to 


reign over them, are almoſt univerſally with this 
gentleman, abhorrers of the doctrine of predeſti- 


nation, 
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nation, which on every occaſion they ſufficiently 
diſcover 3 all which, as the worthy Mr. J/bitefield 
obſerves, is a convincing argument of this doctrineꝰs 
being a part of that revealed will and law of 
God which the carnal mind is enmity againſt, 


(Rom. viii, 7.) and will not be ſubje& to, until 


ſovereign power and grace ſubjects the will to 
Chriſt's ſceptre government. 

Reaſon 2. It is moſt plain and evident, that the 
doctrine of predeſtination, in its true, proper, 
ſcripture ſenſe, as expreſſed in the ſaid church of 
England article, is the foundation, bulwark, and 
firm ſecurity of all grace and glory, to all faved 
ſinners, againſt all enemies and oppoſition, within 
them and without, even all the united powers of hell 
and earth, and conſequently muſt be the object and 
butt of the higheſt rage, malice, indignation and 
abhorrence of the grand ſpirit of error, the original 
author and propagator of all the errors in the 
world; in conjunction with all the principalities 
and powers of darkneſs, who would deſire no more 
to make a compleat conqueſt of the whole world, 
and effect the eternal deſtruction of all rational 
beings, than the truth of what this gentleman, in 
his ſermon, poſitively aſſerts, and ſo confidently 
affirms, particularly his definition of God's decree 
of predeſtination in his own words, pag. 28. 9 28. 

« Yea, the decree is paſt, and fo it was before 
« the foundation of the world: But what decree ? 
« even this: I will ſet before the ſons of men life 
* and death, bleſſing and curſing ; and the foul 
* that chooſeth life ſhall live, as the ſoul that 
e chooſeth death ſhall die; this decree, whereby 
whom God did fore-know he did predeſtinate, 
vas indeed from everlaſting. This, whereby all 
« who ſuffer Chriſt to make them alive, are elect, 


++ according to the fore-knowledge of God, now 
= « ſtandeth 
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& ſtandeth faſt, even as the moon, and as the 


« faithful witneſs in heaven.“ 

Obſerve the foundation of the church's hope of 
falvation, which God has laid in his eternal coun- 
eil and beloved ſon, is here raz'd and deftroy'd ; 


it is taken from God, and placed wholly in the 


creature, the corrupt, deprav'd, and mutable will 
of fallen man; the eternal ſalvation of each in- 


dividual man or woman is here made wholly to 


depend on their chooſing the life ſet before them 
in the miniſtry of the word: if they chooſe life, 
they live; if they ſuffer Chriſt to make them alive, 
they are ſaved; if not, if they fail in this one 
point, they die, are damn'd; the whole of every 
man and woman's ſalvation entirely depends on 
this creature act; this is the turning hinge to fal- 
vation or damnation. Thus our firſt parents ſtood 
in paradiſe; life and death was ſet before them in 
their not eating, or eating of the forbidden fruit; 
à far eaſier law and condition to them than this 
gentleman's divinity turns the whole goſpel into 
for their poſterity : When the old ſerpent came to 
them, in order to execute his premeditated and 
bloody projet, he found nothing in them but 
mutability; and finding only this, even by out- 
ward application he beguiled them through his 
ſubtilty, and fo plunged them, and all their off- 
fpring, into ſin, miſery, and wrath, I preſume 
our author will allow that there is mutability in us; 
and perhaps he will allow that there is a great 
deal more in us, that gives the old ſerpent a far 
ſuperior advantage againſt us, than that which he 
had againſt man in his primitive purity ; and con- 
ſequently finding man's recovery as to his paradiſical 
ſtanding to depend on his own will and choice, 
can far eaſter now deceive his underſtanding, and 
corrupt his will, and fo hinder his recovery, 3 
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much leſs diſſiculty than at firſt to caſt him down 
from his excellency ; but he accompliſhed the former; 


and ſince he goes always about as a roaring lion, 
ſeeking whom he may devour, would as certainly 


effect the latter in the perſon of every man and wo- 
| man, were this gentleman's divinity true, or his 


account of God's decree of predeſtination fact: As 
there is no compariſon between man's primitive and 
fallen eſtate, ſo there was a probability of man's ſtand- 
ing then; but if this gentleman's boaſted doctrine 
were true, upon a due eſtimate of things, I cannor 
ſee ſo much as a probability of one perſon in the 
whole world being recovered, or ſaved, except we 
could make a better uſe of our power 15 will 
in our fallen and corrupt ſtate, than our firſt 
parents did of theirs, in their pure and perfect 
ſtate. | 
Now God's decree of predeftination, not in this 
gentleman's ſenſe, but in the ſenſe of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, and our firſt reformers, in the 17 ar- 
ticle, is an effectual bar upon the devil, he ſhall 
never enter the paradiſe of God by this door any 
more; the powers of hell may aſſail, but ſhall 
never prevail. This deſpiſed, abhorred goſpel, 
counſel and wiſdom of God, effectually ſecures 
grace here, and glory hereafter, to every one who 
loves Chriſt, and embraces the goſpel. Upon the 
whole, we may conclude that ſatan, and all the 
fallen angels, not without ſufficient reaſon, are all 
likewiſe abhorrers of the doctrine of predeſtination. 
Thus we may clearly fee the origin, ſpring, or riſe 
of this enmity ; or to uſe our author's phraſe, ab- 
horrence, in every abhorrer of God's decree of pre- 
deſtination ; and whoſe deſign, kingdom and in- 
tereſt is greatly ſerved, and lughly advanced here- 


by, 


Hence 


a. ys 


Hence let the credulous and unwary beware how 


they take up any thing on truſt, on the credit of 
any man, in a matter of ſo great importance. The 
Bereans ſearched the ſcriptures daily, to ſee whether 
thoſe things which even an apoſtle ſaid, were ſo, 
(As xviii. 10, 11. For the Lord's ſake keep low, 
have a care of leaning to your own underſtanding, 
or the underſtanding of others; beware of ſelt- 
confidence; to be miſtaken and diſappointed at 
death, is an eternal diſappointment : Cry mightily 
to God for the ſpirit of truth, to guide you into all 
truth: beware of fair ſhews and appearances of 
things; if a rotten poſt be gilt over, it will look 
uke gold, but is not. You fee this gentleman 
produces much ſcripture, but very improperly, and 
to a ſad purpoſe ; for inſtance, the laſt paſſage 
tranſcribed from his ſermon ; that God ſets before 
the ſons of men life and death, the bleſſing and 
the curſe, doctrinally in the miniſtry of the word, 
which goſpel doctrine 1s to be preached to every 
creature, is a great truth; that the ſoul that chooſes 
life, ſhall live, is as great a truth; and fo is the 
other, thoſe that live and die in their choice of 
death, or the cauſes of it, ſhall die. But that the 
eternal life of thoſe that are ſaved, 1s left to de- 
pend on their chooſing or refuſing, is as falſe ; and 
as this 1s one of the tenets of the church of Naive, 
I do not know a more dangerous one therein, or 
in any other church; one more diſhonourable to 
God, or ſerviceable to ſatan. 

1. Diſhonourable to God, in fixing the whole 
ſcheme of goſpel ſalvation on a bottom far more 
precarious, and much more obnoxious to a total 


defeat, and being wholly over-turned by the 


devil's policy, than man's ſtanding in paradiſe. 
2. The whole counſel and work of the ever- 
bleſſed trinity, the Fathers election, the Son's re- 
demption, 
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demption, the Holy Spirit's operations, muſt all 
wait for, and be dependant on the creature's wil- 
lingneſs and co-operation, and be at laſt deter- 
mined by his chooſing or refuſing. 

This would alter the very nature of the goſpel⸗ 
falvation from grace to works, if the whole de- 
pends on our chooſing or refuſing, and this chooſin 
be a work of ours; and alſo be as ſerviceable or 
grateful to ſatan, by giving him all he deſires, or 
ſtands in need of, in order to work the eternal 
ruin of every man and woman in the world, there- 
fore what need to practiſe our Lord's advice, 
waich and pray, leſt ye enter into temptation ? 
Doctrinal errors are dangerous, and ſome damning, 
as really as practical ones, 

I cannot well leave this laſt paſſage of our 
author's ſermon, pag. 28. without a little obſerving 
his new-found phraſe for an old-tound error, viz. 
This decree whereby whom he did fore-know, 
« he did predeſtinate,” was indeed from everlaſt- 
ing ; this, whereby all who ſuffer Chriſt to make 
them alive, are „“ elect, according to the fore- 
„ knowledge of God.” Obſerve, according to 
this ee 

He admits we are all dead, but if while we 
are er we can perform a living act, that is, ſuf- 
fer (or permit, or be willing chat) Chriſt ſhall 
make us alive, then we are nd, and 
elected from everlaſting ; but if while we are dead, 
that 1s, before Chriſt makes us alive, we ſhould 
miſs of performing this living act, then we are not 
predeſtinated, nor elected from everlaſting. 

How far this is reconcileable to ſcripture or rea- 
fon, let the reader judge. Abſurd as it is, its ſtill 


more ſurpriſing to hear this gentleman's encomium 


of this his account of God's decree of predeſtina- 


tion and election. This decree, ſays he, 72 
= et 
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« eth faſt as the moon, and as a faithful witneſs in 
heaven: and when heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
«© away, yet this ſhall not paſs away, for it is as 
e unchangeable and eternal, as is the Being of 
God that gave it. This decree yields the ſtrong- 
<« eſt encouragement to abound in all good works, 
* and in all holineſs ; and it is a well-ſpring of joy, 
of happineſs alſo, to our great and endleſs com- 
* fort. This is worthy of God. It is every way 
5 conſiſtent with all the perfections of his nature; 
& It gives us the nobleſt view both of his juſtice, 
% mercy and truth. To this agrees the whole 
« {cope of the chriſtian revelation, as well as all 
ce the parts thereof. To this Moſes and all the pro- 
* phets bear witneſs, and our bleſſed Lord and 
all his apoſtles. Thus Moſes in the name of his 
* Lord: I call heaven and earth to record againſt 
you this day, that J have ſet before you life and 
death, bleſſing and curling ; therefore chooſe 
life, that thou and thy ſeed may live.” 

1. What this gentleman obſerves concerning the 
excellency of God's decree of predeſtination and 
election, are not, cannot be true in his ſenſe of the 
ſaid decree, Cc. But if we underſtand this decree, 
Sc. in the ſenſe of Chriſt, and his apoſtles, and 
alſo our firſt reformers, in the ſeventeenth article, 
they are all great truths, and eaſily demonſtrated. 
This author has produced many ſcriptures which 
are recorded to a great end and purpole : but none 
of them to his purpoſe. As thoſe in the Old Teſta- 
ment are all of a like import : for a ſpecimen we 
will conſider the firſt he annexes to his character of 
God's decree, which is in Deut. iii. 19. Now the 


life and bleſſings that Moſas ſet before 1/rael are ex- 


preſſed in the former part of this chapter, and 
more at large in the twenty-eighth chapter of the 
lame book; that is, if the people did obſerve and 


do 
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do all the commandments which the Lord com- 
manded them, then he would ſet them on high a- 
bove all nations. And all theſe bleſſings ſhould 
come upon them. They ſhould be bleſſed in the 
city, in the field, in the fruit of their body, and in 
the fruit of their ground ; in the fruit of their cat- 
tle, the increaſe of their kine, and the flocks of 
their ſheep 3 they ſhould be bleſſed in their baſket, 
and ſtore, when they went.out and when they came 
in: The Lord would cauſe their enemies that came 
againſt them one way, to be ſmitten, and flee be- 
tore them ſeven ways: They ſhould be plenteous in 
goods, have rain and fruitful ſeaſons, Sc. Allo the 
curſings and death that ſhould come upon them, if 
they diſobeyed the word of the Lord, are ſuch as 
theſe: They ſhould be curſed in the city, in the 
field, in their baſket, and ſtore; in the fruit of 
their body, 1n the fruit of their land, in the increaſe 
of their kine, and the flocks of their ſheep ; curſed 
when they came in, and when they went out; the 
Lord would ſend upon them curſing, vexation and 
rebuke in all that they ſet their hand unto until 
they were deſtroyed, and did periſh for the wick- 
edneſs of their doings ; he would ſmite them with 
the peſtilence, conſumption, fever, ſword, blaſt- 
ings; make the heavens as braſs, and the earth as 
Iron, and cauſe them to be ſmitten before their 
enemies; they ſhould go out againſt them one 
way, and flee before them ſeven, &c. But 1s here 
one word faid of the bleſſings of eternal life, and 
ſalvation ? What does this gentleman mean by this 
confuſed jumble ? Are we to obtain the bleſſings of 
eternal lite and falvation on the ſame condition on 
which 1/ael was to enjoy temporal bleſſing ? Their 
condition was by works of obedience ; ours, ſays 
this author, is by ſuffering Chriſt to make us alive, 


page 28, But they had a moral power to perform 
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thoſe moral acts required: but here is a ſpiritual act 
of the will required as our condition, to be per- 
formed even while we, according to this author, 
are ſpiritually dead. Very foreign to his purpoſe, 
does he here improperly bring in ſeveral other Old 
Teſtament texts which are inſtructions and warn- 


ings to that people, to obſerve the before-mention- 


ed condition, on which they were to enjoy all thoſe 
temporal bleſſings expreſſed and promiſed thereto, 
and not by their diſobedience forfeit their right 
hereunto, and bring upon themſelves the death and 


curſes denounced, as they frequently did, obliging 


as it were God to deal with them according to his 
fixed rule and law, and as executing the judgments 
annexed to their tranſgreſſion, which (Deut. xxvlii.) 
were God's ſtrange work : he delighted not in theſe 
terrible deaths, and deſtruction of finners from off 
the face of the earth; therefore he frequently ex- 
poſtulates with them, and tells them, He does not 
delight herein, ſaying, Turn ye from your evil 
ways; why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? Why 
will ye give up the tenure on which you hold the 
bleflings and enjoyments of life, and bring upon 
yourlelves the death, curſes and judgments annex- 
ed to your diſobedience, which you know I mult 
execute, which is in your power to prevent, by 
repentance and reformation ? This condition our 
Lord in perfon reminds them of, a little before their 
total ruin: He tells them, Except they repent, 
they ſhould periſh, (Luce xiii. 3.) Which periſh- 
ing or deſtruction on their whole ſtate and nation, 
Chriſt, as he was God, ſaw it; and as man, he 
wept over them ; and in proper words expreſſes the 


kind and indulgent diſpenſations of God towards 


them; and alſo their obſtinacy and wickedneſs , 
all which are of a piece, and ſuitable to the Jewiſh 
oeconomy. But why muſt a forced ſenſe be put on 

theſe 
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theſe and many ſuch like ſcriptures, and halled as it 
were by the head and ſhoulders into the goſpel- 
ſcheme, without the leaſt propriety or connexion, 
all directly tending to turn the goſpel- ſalvation by 
grace, into a law-lalvation by works, centering the 
whole in a work-will, and act of the creature in 


the grand determining turning point of every indi- 


vidual to ſalvation or damnation. Now in this 
great cauſe of lite and death, whether this gentle- 
man's ſenſe of predeſtination, or the ſenſe in the 
ſeventeenth article of the church of England, de- 
ſerve thoſe great characters in the twenty-ninth 
page of his ſermon, let the reader judge, and let 
him take time, and conſider the point well, and 
judge impartially, becaule his own life is concerned 

in the matter. | 
I have ſometimes thought one reaſon why ſome 
holy gracious perſons embrace the opinion of gene- 
ral redemption, might ariſe from their earneſt de- 
fire of the falvation of their fellow creatures in ge- 
neral, as admitting of greater room and latitude in 
preaching the goſpel to ſinners; a noble principle 
this, and a ſtrong inducement to put the moſt fa- 
vourable conſtruction that ſuch an opinion will admit 
of. But we may juſtly obſerve that it will never be of 
the leaſt ſervice to any one perſon to extend our de- 
fires beyond divine limits, or upon any other foun- 
dation than that which God has prepared, revealed, 
and laid'in Zion; and upon this foundation we are 
commanded to preach the goſpel to every creature; 
we don't know who are God's elect until they be- 
lieve and obey the goſpel ; let our auditory be ever 
ſo large, we don't know but they may all be Chriſt's 
ſheep ; the time is coming, and perhaps near, when 
the vail ſhall be taken away, (2 Cor. iii. 16.) and 
they ſhall all know the Lord from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, (Zeb, vii, 2.) when the earth ſhall be full 
-"—— 
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of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters co- 
ver the ſea, (Jai. xi. 9.) All the invitations and 
encouragements of the goſpel we are to lay before 
the hungry, the thirſty ; thoſe that labour and are 
heavy laden; every returning, repenting, coming 
ſinner, as their proper portion; aſſuring them, 
that whoſoever cometh to Chriſt,” he will in no 
wiſe caſt out; yea, the openly. wicked and pro- 
fane we are not only to warn, but encourage them 
to lay down their arms of rebellion, and ſubmit to 
mercy ; that Jeſus Chriſt has Werber gifts for the 
rebellious alſo; and if the wicked forſake their 
ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
return unto the Lord, he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, he will abundantly pardon; 
all which is to be treated in its proper harmony, 

and conſiſtency with the fore- mentioned goſpel- 
doctrines, which afford ſufficient room and encou- 
ragement to treat with the chief of ſinners in God's 
way; and if we are not ſucceſsful in his way, we 
ſhall never be ſucceſsful out of it, that is, to treat 
with them on the foot of general redemption, 
which appears to be a notion contrary to both ſcrip- 
ture and reaſon, 

r. Contrary to fcripture, becauſe the ſcripture 
ſufficiently proves that the redemption that is in 
Chriſt Jefus is a full and compleat redemption from 
the guilt of fin, from the dominion of fin, and 


from the pollution of ſin. All Chriſt's ſheep on 


his right hand were thus redeemed, but not one of 


the goats on his left hand were 10 redeemed ; K 
they had, they would certainly be ſaved. 

Ke Contrary to reaſon. Would this gentleman, 
or any other who had the uſe of his reaſon, pay a 
large ſum of money to redeem a perſon he reſpects, 


out of priſon, if he knew before, that he ſhould re- 
main 
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2 (47) 
main in priſon, and be nothing better for the ſum 
he paid ? | * 

Would the nation think it a viſe act in King 
Georee to pay a large ranſom to redeem a number 
of Engliſh captives beyond ſea, when he knew be- 
fore that their caſe was ſo circumſtanced, that his 
ranſom, when paid, would be no real relief, but 
they would live and die in ſlavery. 

Can we rationally ſuppole that Jeſus Chriſt would 
ſhed his precious blood, die to ſatisfy divine juſtice, 
and diſcharge the debt of thoſe whom he knew 
before would never have any real benefit thereby. 
God is wiſe in counſel, and his purpoſe can never 
be defeated by all the united powers.of earth and 
hell. 
But amongſt all the before-mentioned perſons 
who believe the doctrine of general redemption, I 
never met with any amongſt them that were abhor- 
rers of the doctrine of predeſtination: they, with 
this gentleman, build their opinion on ſuch ſcrip- 
ture-terms as import univerſality, (viz.) „ that 
« Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for all; that he 
«© takes away the fin of the world, and is the pro- 
« pitiation for the ſins of the whole world,” ( 1 Tim. 
xi. 6, Jobn i. 29, 1 John xi. 2.) which they think 
they cannot but take in a literal ſenſe. 

Anſwer, «Both ſacred writ and common diſcourſe 
do frequently ſpeak in general terms when no- 
thing is leſs intended by it than univerſality, ?” 
(John iv. 29.) Come, fee a man, that told me all 
things that ever I did! when it was but how many 
huſbands ſhe had had, and that her preſent was not. 
lo, (1 Cor. x. 33.) Paul is laid to pleaſe all men in 
all things, when as in fact he pleaſed but few in 
any thing, and in all things next to none, (Col. i. 6.) 
The goſpel is ſaid to be come into all the world, 
and to bring forth fruit as it did in them, when yer 

It 
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it was but in one corner of the world, and but 
few, very few, in whom it brought forth fruit as it 
did in them; (examples are endleſs) 'tis therefore 
to be noted, that where thoſe general (or rather 
indefinite) terms are uſed about redemption, ' tis 
moſtly to ſhew that the church of God, (which 
Chriſt was to gather in) was not confined to any 
particular head, nor conſiſted of any ſeparate ſort 
or rank of people, excluſive of others, but ſome of 
every kindred and nation under heaven; as to claſſes 
and degrees among men the church of God takes 
in of all, and ſo doth redemption, however diffe- 
rent in other reſpects, they are all one in Chriſt, 
(Gal. iii. 28.) And where this is not the ſcope, 
there the perſons concerned are deſcribed by a nar- 
rower liſt, as that he gave himſelf a ranſom for 
many, (Mat. xx. 28. cap. xxvi. 28.) So he bare the 
fins of many, (eb. ix. 28.) that he laid down his 
life for the ſheep, (John x. 15.) That they are re- 
deemed from the earth, and from among men, 
(Rev. xiv. 3, 4.) and out of every kindred, tongue, 
people, and nation, (Rev. v. 9.) 

As for the word woRLD, it admits of a variety 
of ſenſes, and therefore the ſenſe of it in one place 
cannot be the rule for the interpretation of it in 
another, which can only be fixed as the text or 
context determines ; ſometimes it ſignifies the 
whole univerſe of created beings, (John i. 10.) ſome- 
times the habitable earth, (Jon xvi. 28.) ſome- 
times the inhabitants of it, (John 1. 10.) ſometimes 
unconverted perſons, both elect and reprobate, 
(Fobn xv. 19.) ſometimes the worſer part of the 
world, the wicked, ( Fobn xvii. 9. 1 Cor. vi. 2. 
Rev. xiil. 3, 4.) ſometimes the better part of it, the 
elect, ( Jobn i. 29. and vi. 33, 51. 1 John xi. 2.) 
Theſe our Saviour ſtiles the men which his Father 


gave him out of the world, (John xvii. 6.) For 
| theſe 
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= theſe it was that he ſanctified himſelf, 7. e. ſet 


Soy himſelf apart to ſuffer for ; and for theſe he 
FE prayed 3 arid of theſe is made up that world whoſe 
= ſins lie taketh away, and for whoſe ſins (even of 
22 the whole of them) he is the propitiation. Theſe 
ch are the men that ſhall be accounted worthy of the 
iy world to come, ( Luke xx. 35.) And they are as 
15 properly termed a world as that bleſſed ſtate and 
of place of glory they ſhall be taken into; or as the 
_ dwellers upon earth are denominated a world, from 
N the place of their habitation, (Luke xvi. 8. 1 Fobn 
£ v. 19.) | | | 
t, The texts mentioned in the objection, cannot 
bh mean by world, whole world, every individual of 
10 mankind; for it is not true, it is not fact, that Je- 
95 ſus Chriſt, the Lamb of God, takes away the ſin 
8 or ſins of every individual man, ſince there are 
* ſome who die in their ſins, whoſe ſins go before- 
hand unto judgment, and others follow after, for 
5 which they will be righteouſly and everlaſtingly 
5 condemned. Tots | 
But it may be ſome will object, and ſay that 
f Chriſt taketh away the ſins of all the world, or all 
- men, on condition they will believe in him, and 
. A ( 
k That all that believe in Chriſt, and obey him, 
| have all their ſins taken away by him, is moſt 
5 certain. 

But what good end or purpoſe would be anſwer- 
dd by taking away a part of mens fins, and leaving 


EF that part which will as certainly damn them as if 
x they were all left? if unbelief and diſobedience be 
damning ſins? and what ſin is it which theſe do 

not comprehend. Bi | 
This Pelagian, Arminian ſcheme, put it in what 
light or form you pleaſe, in all the arguments that 
ever I met with to ſupport it, I could never yet _ 
N 0 
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ſo much as a probability of one ſinner being eter- 
nally ſaved. $ | 

We muſt allow that Jeſus Chriſt died for, and 
takes away all the ſins of all men, or ſome of the 
ſins of all men, or all the ſins of ſome men : if all 
the ſins of all men, then all men would certainl 
be ſaved, for nothing can damn but fin ; if ſome 
of the ſins of all men, who takes away the reſt ? 


if all the fins of ſome men, the controverſy is ended. 


This, gentleman, I am perſuaded, will one day 

find himſelf worthy of blame alſo, for repreſent- 
ing the doctrine he militates againſt, as contrary to, 
or inconſiſtent with the many precious invitations, 
promiſes, and encouragements to poor burdened, 
repenting, returning, coming ſinners, which the 
precious word of God abounds with, when all 
theſe, together with every part of the word of 
God, harmonizes with the fart doctrines, as a 
means which the wiſdom of God thought proper 
whereby to effect the end he deſigned. 
But this being what this gentleman does not 
underſtand, he had much better to have attended 
to the ſuperior knowledge and experience of our 
worthy reformers, in the cloſe of the 17 article 
of the church of England, where they properly 
connect what God has joined together ( and it will 
one day be found to be at the peril of ſuch as ſhall 
dare to put aſunder) when they ſay, „we mult 
receive God's promiſes in ſuch wiſe as they be 
generally ſet forth to us in holy ſcripture, and 
in our doings, that will of God is to be followed, 
<«« which we have expreſsly declared unto us in the 
word of God,” 

Surely, had our author well conſidered this ar- 
ticle throughout, and eſpecially the divine autho- 
rity on which it is founded, he would never have 
drawn up ſuch an impeachment of the wiſdom of 


God, | 


(ua) 
God, and laid ſuch a ſtumbling- block in the way 


ol poor ſinners ſalvation, nor given ſuch a handle 


to deiſts and atheiſts, nor done ſuch a ſervice and 
pleaſure to the grand enemy of fouls. From a 
tender regard for this gentleman's temporal and 
eternal welfare, I heartily with he would firſt im- 
plore divine direction, then impartially examine 
his late performance by that ſacred teſt which one 
day will try it, and ſeriouſly conſider whether it 
does not deſerve theſe characters; and if fo, what 


reparation he ſtands bound in juſtice and gratitude 
to make. 


It was moſt plain and evident to our firſt re- 
formers from popery, and ſo it is to many thou- 


fands of gracious perſons at this day, (at whoſe 


feet this gentleman wiſhes he may be found in the 
day of the Lord Jeſus, in the preface to his ſermon 
now before men) that, notwithſtanding, all Chriſt's 
ſheep on his right hand in the great day, the 
church of God, which he hath purchaſed with 
his own blood, even all the heirs of promiſe, by 
the immutability of God's council, have the king- 
dom of glory firmly ſettled upon them ; yet, by the 
direction, guidance, protection, example, ſtrength 
and affiſtance of the Captain of our ſalvation, we 
muſt fight our way to the kingdom. The old dif- 
inherited natives give us much interruption, and 
learn us the art of war, as the natives of Canaan, 
and the adjacent countries, did J1/rae/ of old, 
in the type : Before we are crown'd, we muſt 
ſtrive for the maſtery ; and alſo we muſt ſtrive 
lawfully, (2 Tim. xi. 5.) according to the direction 
of our Law-giver ; ſince we have not only fleſh 
and blood, but principalities and powers, the 
rulers of the darkneſs of this world, to wreſtle with 
(Eph. vi. 12, Sc.) the fleſh, world, and devil, all 
which enemies we muſt reſiſt and overcome; we 
muſt fight the good 12 of faith, and lay hold 
| | 2 ON 
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en eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, pro- 
miſed, before the world began, (1 Tim. vi. 12, 
2 Tim. iv. 75 8. Heb. xi. Tit. 1. 2.) A 

In this warfare, all the examples of unbelief, 
pillars of ſalt, cautions, means, inſtructions and 
warnings which the ſcriptures ſet before us, have 
their proper place and uſefulneſs ; and if, accord- 
ing to that ſacred advice, we are followers of them, 
who through faith and patience now inherit the 
promiſes, we ſhall, as they did, firmly cleave to, 
and embrace the immutability of God's council 
(which enſures victory, and gives courage and re- 
ſolution in the field of battle) reveaPd in his holy 
word for this purpoſe, which refuge thoſe heirs 
of promiſe did flee to, and receive ftrong conſola- 
tion from, as themſelves declare and witneſs in the 
17 article, which ftrong conſolation enabled many 
of them chearfully to reſiſt unto blood, and part 
with their lives rather than this, or any part of 
God's precious truth, which they have from their 
own experience, trial, and proof, recommended to 
us. And I truſt in God, that many of our modern 
reformers will be influenced by the fame fpirit, to 
tread in their ſteps, as they were followers of 
_ Chrift, ſtars that he will hold faſt in his right 
hand. I hope the time is drawing near, when 
the: ſtone in Daniel's viſion, (chap. xi.) cut out of 
the mountain without hands, ſhall ſmite the image, 


and become a great mountain, and fill the whole 


18 


earth. i 
As this gentleman is yet young in the ſpiritual 
warfare, and fince he knows that the principalities 
and powers of the bottomleſs pit are conftantly 
uſing their utmoſt power and policy againſt both 
his perſon and miniſtry ; and ſince he cannot tell 
in what way or manner he may be attack*d, nor 


how he may be put to it, before he puts off his 


armour; 


— 6 So 
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pro- armour; it would be prudence in him to forbear 

12, | militating againſt that part of divine revelation 
| which he may be neceſſitated to flee to, and take 
refuge in, according to the example of his. before- 
mentioned predeceſſors. BY | 
This gentleman alſo would do well to fay little 
about perfection, and his attainments therein, un- 
til he has had twenty or thirty years more ex- 
perience of the deceitfulneſs of his own heart, and 
the devices of that old ſerpent, who, through his 
ſubtilty beguiled Eve, when in a far higher ſtate 
of perfection than what this gentleman can lay 
claim to on this ſide the grave. 

*Tis probable, he may one day find his late per- 
formance very inconſiſtent with that perfection 

which ſome perſons affect to talk of, thro? their 
want of ſuch a knowldge of God and themſelves, 
as we find in Fob, in 1/aiab, in Paul, and in many 
others, (Job xlii. 5, 6. 1/aiab vi. 5. Rom. vii.) 

I ſhall conclude this eſſay with the following 
obſervations : 

1. Mr. Weſtey's ſcheme appears too narrow a re- 
preſentation of the Divine Being, who is one eter- 
nal NOW. All perſons, actions and things, within 
the parentheſis of time, between the two eternities, 


N were preſent with God before the foundation of 

df the world; known unto God are all his works, 

A from the beginning of the world. 

le 2. Suppoſing this gentleman's ſcheme true, he 
will allow that not one, more or leſs, ſhall be 

1 ſaved, than ſhall be upon that which he oppoſes; 


8 that before the world began God ſaw all in heaven 
y and hell, that ever ſhould be there. 7 

1 3. Suppoſe J have before me two ſchemes to 
I effect the fame end, one caſual z the other certain; 
[ will not the meaneſt capacity determine which 1s 
; peſt to fix on? The 17 article's ſcheme of predeſli- 
/ 5 et | aye nation 
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nation 1 is certain and infallible, becauſe wholly de- 
nt on the will and power of its author, God. 
Mr. Fefleys ſcheme is caſual, becauſe dependant 
on the will and power of its author, man. Again, 
4. Suppoſe I have two ſchemes before me to 
effect the ſame end, the one cannot fail, the other 
has already been proved, and found faulty 5 would 
not the univerſal race of rational beings condemn 
my conduct in fixing on the latter? Mr. Weſley's 


ſcheme has been proved in Paradiſe, and found 


faulty; then man had life and death ſet before 
him, and was left to the freedom of his own will 
to chooſe or refuſe; he refuſed life, and choſe 
death; can fallen man be expected to do better? 
No, fays the worthy Mr. Rutherford, I but lend 
„ my bare name to the ſweet covenant ; Chriſt 

$ behind, and before, and on either ſide, maketh 
« all ſure ; God will not take an Arminian cau- 
„ troner, free-will, a weather-cock, turning at a 
© ferpent's tongue, a tutor that couped our father 
«© Adam unto us, and brought down the houle, 
e and fold the land, and fent the father and the 
«© mother, and all the children, through the earth, 
<« to beg their bread ; nature in the goſpel hath 
« crack*d credit. O! well to my poor ſoul for 
« eyermore, that my Lord called grace to the 
46 council, and put Chriſt Jeſus with free merits, 
ce and the blood of God foremoſt in the chaſe, to 
draw ſinners after a ranſomer !! Once more, 

5. Mr. Weſley's ſcheme does not exclude boaſt- 
ing (therefore it muſt be anti-ſcriptural) for who 


makes me to differ from my brother ſinner in 


hell? According to his ſcheme, do not I myſelt 
make myſelf to differ by chooſing life, and ſuffer- 


ing Chriſt to make me alive, which he did not, 


who had equal ability and opportunity with me? 
What a train of thocking conſequences does this 
ſcheme 


ſcheme draw after it : Therefore let all who would 
not meet with an eternal diſappointment, fix on 
that foundation which God has laid in Zion, and 
reject all others. 


e 
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ADVERTISMENT. 


INCE the writing of this Vindication, Ces 
I have ſeen a letter (in print) to Mr. 7. Weſley, 


wherein that learned author makes it appear, that 
all the inconveniencies, and black conſequences 
which Mr. Weſley charges on the doctrine of pre- 
deſtination, or abſolute election, are equally charge- 
able upon his ſcheme of predeſtination; ſo that 
Mr. Weſley and our firſt reformers herein, ſtand 
upon an equal foot : But our firſt reformers have 
quite the advantage of Mr. Weſley, in this; they 
have the expreſs word of God to ſupport their ſenſe 
of predeſtination, which Mr. Veſey has not. 


The faid letter being in a different method from 


this Vindication, &c. *tis hoped both may, have 
their proper uſefulneſs, to vindicate and explain ſo 
great a doctrine of Chriſt, and article of the faith 
of all the beſt reformed churches. 


relating to his ſermon againſt abſolute election, 
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